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Foreword

One of the governance reform components included in the revised edition
of the Jigawa State Comprehensive Development Work (CDF 1) is Mass
Mobilization for Societal Reorientation and Community Development
considered very pertinent for inclusive and participatory governance.
Accordingly, stakeholder engagement and consultations have gradually
been instituted as part of the annual budget and planning processes in the
State. Space has been created to allow the citizens — as represented by
such Civil Society Groups like the Project Monitoring Partners (PMP) —
not only to make inputs into the annual budgets, but also to monitor
implementation and provide feed backs to ensure effective delivery of
public services to the citizenry. This positively influences both the demand
and supply sides of good governance, thus, promoting more
transparency, accountability and responsiveness in the symbiotic relation
between the government and governed.

This publication is part of the effort to keep the citizens informed by
providing an overview and major highlights of the 2018 approved
estimates. It is the second edition of the Fiscal Transparency Initiative
(FTI) of the Jigawa State Government. This is in addition to the one-hour
programme in the State Radio during which the Honourable
Commissioner for Finance and Economic Planning provided major
highlights of the approved estimates in the local vernacular (Hausa
language). Both these serve as Information, Education and
Communication tools aimed at keeping the citizens and other interest
groups, informed of Government's fiscal plans. Itis believed that by being
better informed, citizens would be more empowered to meaningfully
participate and positively contribute to the development process of the
State.

So help us God.

Adamu Muhammad GarunGabas, oon
Permanent Secretary,
Budget and Economic Planning
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Fiscal Transparency Initiative

Acronyms

Budget and Economic Planning Directorate
Budget Policy Statement

Comprehensive Development Framework
Consolidated Revenue Fund Charges
Economic and Fiscal Update

Executive Council

Economic Planning Board

Fiscal Strategy Paper

Fiscal Transparency Initiative

Fiscal Year

Internally Generated Revenue

Ministry, Department and Agencies
Medium Term Budget Framework

Medium Term Expenditure Framework
Medium Term Fiscal Framework

Medium Term Sector Strategy

Public Financial Management

Project Monitoring Partners

Sustainable Development Goals

Value Added Tax
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" a1 & conliruation of He 201) Budgt o
Ye objectives of e 2018 budget include ..
Aate's cconomy... developmsd o Micra, Soall
ficitrcy and quality inthe provision of Humar
Developmert Sewices ... youths ard women
il s Alaining on-goinng govrmanct tforma... !

His Excellency, Muhammad Badaru Abubakar, MON, mni
Presenting the 2018 Appropriation Bill
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Section 1 - Introduction — Purpose and Scope

the Fiscal Transparency Initiative (FTI) of the Jigawa State

Government which aims to keep its citizens and other interest
groups, informed of its fiscal plans. As usual therefore, the main purpose
of the publication is to communicate the major highlights of the annual
appropriations particularly in terms of the major policy thrust of the
approved budget, key constituents of the revenue and expenditure
components with some infographics that provide easy at-a-glance
comprehension budget. It would also make some comparative analysis
with the approved estimates of the preceding fiscal year so as to have a
sense of the budgetary trend over the medium. It is hoped that through
FTI, citizens would be better informed and equipped to constructively
participate and contribute to governance process in the State. The
initiative is also in line with policy stance under section 14.5 of CDF I
which seeks to promote and nurture the development of vibrant CSOs
that positively contribute to the process of local governance, mass
mobilization and community development. As indicated, the primary
objectives are:

THE Year 2018 Budget Information Sheets is the second edition of

= Toencourage public participation in governance;
= To promote effective, efficient and responsive service delivery,
= Topromote transparency and accountability in governance;

= Topartner with relevant stakeholders for sustainable development;
Section 2 —Process and Context of the Annual Budget

Budget Calendar of the State which specified key activities and
milestones culminating with passage of the Appropriation Law. Key
among these include:

THE annual planning and budgeting process follows the generic

PAGE
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o EFU-FSP-BPS Process and MTEF Development

» Issuance of MTSS Call Circular with Sector Envelops
» MTSS Development by all Sectors concerned

» Issuance of Budget Call Circular with Budget Ceilings

e MDAs Budget Defence and Production of First Budget
Draft

¢ High-Level Review of Proposed Budget with MDAs

» Respective Endorsement and Approval by the EPB &
ExCo

* Presentation of the Appropriation Bill for Legislative
Approval

The trio of EFU, FSP and BPS contextualised the annual planning and
budget process. They provide the basis and contents of medium-term
fiscal framework as well as the link between one-year plan and the State
Development Framework'. This ensures that sectoral resources
allocation is strategically done and aligns consistently with Government
policy objectives and priorities — thus encompassing the principles of
zero-based and programme budgeting along the way.The process also
reconciles a “buttom-up” expenditure demand from the Sectors with a
“top-down” aggregate resource constraints derived from the MTEF.

" At the moment, the State Development Framework is the CDF 1. It clearly
defined the Vision, Mission, Overall Strategic Priorities and Policy Objectives of
the State. It provides the medium-term sectoral policy objectives, targets and
strategies the underlying strategies for their attainment.

PAGE
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Figure 1: EFU-BPS - FSP in the PEM Cycles
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s OT the .:;\.‘i:;p-)‘..:..i Budaet and its Obiect

aw No. 1 of 2018 Appropriated the sum of N138.67 Billion as the

total budget size for the 2018 Fiscal year — about 6.8% higher than

the 2017 Original Appropriation®. The 2018 Budget is named
“Budget of Sustained Economic Growth and Social Transformation”which
is continuation of the 2017 Budget of Economic Diversification and Self-
Sufficiency. While strategically aligned with Federal Government's
Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP), the 2018 budget of the
State has the following as its major objectives:

v Promoting rapid growth of the real sectors of the state's economy
particularly agriculture as leading sector in the socioeconomic
transformation agenda of the State;

v Ensuring access, efficiency and quality in the provision of Human
Development Services particularly, education, health and other social
welfare services;

v" Youths and women empowerment through targeted economic
empowerment and other social protection programmes; and

v' Sustaining on-going governance reforms particularly in the area of
Public Expenditure and Financial Management and Public Service
Management.

With a Supplementary Budget of N12.1 billion in September 2017, total
appropriated funds during the fiscal year was, thus, N141.97 Billion. Therefore,
the 2018 Approved Budget of N138.67 Billion is lower than the total
appropriations in 2017 by about 2.3%.
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4.0 - Where the Money Will Come from and What it Will be Spent on

Approved Proportion of

SIN Fiscal Components Estimates Tax Budget
A | Income
1| Locel Revenve 10,513,000,000 76%
2. | Statutory Allocation, Value Added Tax, Excess Crude Oil Receipts| 56 137 000 000 40.5%
3. | LGA Contribution for Primary Education & Primary Health Care 17 850,000,000 12.9%
4. | 2018 Opening Balance 10,000,000,000 7.2%
5. | Internal and External Loans 6.232.000,000 4.5%
6 | Other Capitalised Receipts, Grants & Reimbursements 37,938,000,000 27.4%
Total Income 138,670,000,000 100.0%

B | Expenditure

1. | Personnel Costs (LEAs Inclusive) 42314000000 30.5%
2. | Overhead Costs 24.222,000,000 17.5%
3. | Capital Expenditure 71.134,000,000 51.3%
4. | Stabilization and Contingency Funds 1,000,000,000 0.7%

Total Expenditure 138,670,000,000 100.0%
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Section 4 - 2018 Approved Budget - Infographics
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2018 Approved Estimates:
Recurrent Incomes Vs Capital Receipts

Recurrent Incomes

1%

4

y

2018 Approved Estimates:
Recurrent Incomes Vs Capital Expenditure
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4.3 - Distribution of the Budget Among its Major Component

2018 ESTIMATES-RECURRENT EXPENDITURE COMPONENTS

Contingency & Stabilization
Funds 2%

Other Rec

Ex pendaliure 29°

Personnel

Public Debt Costs 64%

Charges 5%

2018 Approved Capital Expenditure Distribution by Classification of
Function of Government (COFOG)

P e [
701 General Public Services 3,049,950,000 4.3%
702 Defence - 0.0%
703 Public Order and safety 226,000,000 0.3%
704 Economic Affairs 28,267,500,000 39.7%
705 Environmental Protection 689,300,000 1.0%
706 Housing and Commnity Ammenities 10,647,500,000 15.0%
707 Recreation, Culture and Religion 1,634,000,000 2.3%
708 Health 6,702,000,000 9.4%
709 Education 17,682,500,000 24.9%
710 Social Protection 2,235,250,000 31%

Total: 71,134,000,000 100%
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2018 Approved Capital Budget Distribution by COFOG Clusters ('million Naira)

RECREATION, CULTURE AND RELIGION I
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY AMMENITIES I

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION I
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

SOCIAL PROTECTION NN [
EDUCATION

HEALTH

PUBLIC ORDER AND SAFETY |

GENERAL PUBLIC SERVICES NENEEE

- 5,000 10.000 15,000 20,000

25,000 30,000

MAJOR COST AGENCIES
Personnel Cost

1 SUBEB and Local Education Authorities 16,569,500,000
2 Ministry of Health and Other Secondary Health Facilities 4,098,890,000
3 Ministry of Education, Science & Technology 2,868,000,000
4 Office of the Accountant General 1,400,000,000
5 lJigawa State College of Education 979,391,000
6  Sule Lamido University 818,200,000
7 Rasheed Shekoni Specialist Hospital 774,000,000
8 Islamic Education Bureau 718,763,000
9  Sharia Court of Appeal 675,600,000
10 Directorate of Salary and Pension Administration 619,112,000
Total 29,521,456,000
As a Proportion of Total Personnel Cost 69.8%
Other Non-Personnel Recurrent Expenditure
1 Ministry of Education, Science & Technology 2,459,000,000
2 State House of Assembly 1,910,000,000
3 Ministry of Finance & Economic Planning 1,400,000,000
4 Ministry of Works & Transport 1,219,000,000
5 Jigawa State Scholarship Board 1,206,000,000
6  State Universal Basic Education Board 942,372,000
7 Ministry of Water Resources 921,100,000
8 Government House 900,000,000
9  Special Service Directorate 725,000,000
10 Jigawa State Rehabilitation Board 540,000,000
Total 12,222,472,000
As a Proportion of Total Non - Personnel Recurrent Expenditure 52.6%
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Major Specific Other Recurrent Expenditure Cost Centres

1 Ministry of Education, Science & Technology 2,459,000,000
and its Agencies
1 - Examinations
2 - Student Feeding
3 - Student Exchange Programmes
4 - Other Overhead Cost

2 Ministry of Finance & Economic Planning 1,400,000,000
1 - Financial Consultancies
2 -Vehicle, Motor Cycles and Refurbishing
Loans

3 Ministry of Works & Transport 1,219,000,000
1 -Maintenance of Street Lights
2 - Other Overheads

4 Ministry of Water Resources 921,100,000
1 - Maintenance of Water Facilities
2 - Other Overheads

5 Office of the Accountant General 1,400,000,000
1 - 17% Government Pension Contribution

6 NYSC Allowances 619,112,000

7 State Pension 600,000,000

8 Debt Management Unit (Internal and External 4,442,000,000
Loans)

9 Treasury Department (Stabilization Fund 600,000,000
Provision)

10 Contingency Fund Provision 400,000,000

PAGE
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Selected Major Capital Projects Across Some Sectors

Education

Basic Education -provision of Primary
and Junior secondary Structures

5,572,000,000

Sule Lamido State University Kafin
Hausa (Projects and Programmes)
Development and Maintenance of

2,200,000,000

Senior Secondary School Structures
and Facilities

1,500,000,000 FRasi®

Agriculture

Commercial Agriculture Credit

2,000,000,000 | Scheme Projects & Programmes | 4
Interventions
1,700.000,000 | Climate Change and adaptation 2

Project (IFAD)

1,700,000,000

Agricultural Transformation
Support Project (AfDB) 3

1,432,000,000

| Fadama Il Development Project

(WordiBank) | 4

1,200.000,000

Integrated Agriculture & Rural
Development Project (Islamic Dev. | 5
Bank)

Roads Infrastructure

1 | Upgrading of Rural (Feeder) Roads 2,000,000,000
2 | Construction of Township Roads 3,000,000,000
Maigatari-Birnawa Western By-Pass 1,500,000,000
3 |Road (Maigatari-Kongon Giwa,
Maigamaka-Galadi-Karmashi -
Arawa-Baturiya-Musan-Abunabo-|  1,300,000,000
4 | Kadira - Guri Road
5 | State Capital Road Networks 1,200,000,000
¢ | Babura - YakiryaRoad 1‘000;000'003
7 Feeder Roads Prc}}'ECl 115001000!000

PAGE
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Water Supply & Sanitation

"| 2,518,000,000 | Rural Water Supply Projects 1
1,612,000,000 | Installation of Solar Based Power 2
Plants
Water Sanitation and Hygiene
1,159,000,000 yg 3

Promotion Fiscal Transparency Initiative

Social Protection

1 | Social Protection / Welfare 2,100,000,000
Programme Activities

r

JIMSO Medical & Drug Supplies |

12000800 (Drug Revolving Fund Operations)

-

1.122.000.000 | Primary Healthcare Programmes | 5
' ' and Upgrading of Primary Centres

1,000,000,000 | Improvementof General Hospitals | 3

Free Maternal and Child Health
900,000,000 | Programme in Secondary | 4
Hospitals
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Appendix - Excerpts from the 2018 Budget Speech

Presentation of the Year 2018 Appropriation Bill to the Jigawa State House of Assembly by
His Excellency, Muhammad Badaru Abubakar, MON, mni -
The Executive Governor of Jigawa State
Tuesday, 28st November, 2017

Excerpts...
The 2018 Appropriation Bill

13. Honourable Members, in line with the focus and contents of our
medium term expenditure framework and policy thrust of the 2018
budget, | would now present to you the highlights of the 2018 Proposed
Budget. As | mentioned before, the 2018 budget would, by and large, be a
continuation of its predecessor and is thus dubbed “The Budget of
Sustained Economic Growth and Social Transformation. Based on
the consolidated position of the revenue and expenditure estimates, the
2018 Appropriation Bill is proposing the sum of N134.17 billion as the
total budget size for the 2018 Fiscal Year —which is about 3.3% above the
2017 budget. The breakdown of the major incomes with which to finance
the budget are provided as follows:

(i) Internally Generated Revenue #10,513,000,000
(ii) Statutory Allocation and Value Added Tax #51,637,000,000
(iii) Local Government Contributions for Primary Education

Personnel and Primary Healthcare Staff
#17,850,000,000
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(iv) Other Extraneous Federal Transfers including Excess Crude Qil
Receipts #4,500,000,000

(v) Opening Balance for 2018 Fiscal Year (including funds in project
accounts such as the Universal Basic Education Project
Account) #10,000,000,000

(vi) Internal and External Loans #G6,232,000,000

(vi) Development Grants, Capital Contributions, Reimbursements
and Other Miscellaneous Capital Receipts. #33,438,000,000

14. Taking into account the sums of #1.6 billion earmarked for
Stabilization and Contingency Funds, the total retained revenue allocated
to the various expenditure components of the Budget is 8132.57 billion. It
is worthy of note that incomes reflected against Local Government
Contributions for Primary Education Personnel and Primary Healthcare
Staff is simply a matter of budget and accounting principles as this are
normally reimbursements to the State based on deductions at source.

15 earlier mentioned, out of the total projected income, the sum of 1.6
Billion is proposed to be set aside for Stabilization and Contingency
Funds. This leaves a retained revenue of #132.57 billion shared among
the major expenditure components as follows:

Recurrent Expenditures consisting of Personnel Costs, Overheads,
Consolidated Revenue Fund Charges and Other recurrent expenses
relating to service delivery, are earmarked the sum of #65.535 billion
equivalent to about 48.8% of the total income. Whereas 66% of the
proposed recurrent expenditure goes to personnel emoluments, the
balance of 34% would go to the other non-personnel recurrent expenses.
It is worthy of note that while total recurrent expenditure has grown by
almost 10% relative to the approved estimates in 2017, the overhead cost
elements have actually declined by about 2%. In other words, increase in
recurrent expenditure was mainly accounted by personnel cost due to the
recruitments in 2017 and new ones expected to be done in 2018;

PAGE
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Capital Expenditure is earmarked #67.035 billion accounting for about
50% of the total expected income. This is about 0.7% below the 2017
initial approved estimates.

16. As Honourable Members are aware, preparation of the proposed
budget has gone through a number of stages beginning with the
development of the medium term expenditure framework setting the
context for both the medium term sector plans and the 2018 budget. This
was followed by the bilateral discussions including the high-level
discussions | personally chaired before presenting the proposed budget
to the State Economic Planning Board and the State Executive Council. At
each of these stages, the objective was to ensure that the proposed
budget is realistic and consistent with our policy objectives and priorities.
This, | believe has been generally achieved. Even as Honourable
members scrutinize the budget to ensure its consistency with the
yearnings and aspirations of the people, it would also be pertinent to
ensure thatit remains in tune with overall resource projections.

17. Distinguished Speaker and Honourable Members, our quest for
sustained economic growth with positive social transformation would
largely be driven through some key investment programmes under the
capital budget. It would therefore be appropriate to highlight further on
some of the capital expenditure components expected to facilitate the
delivery of these objectives:

e Agriculture and Livestock Development — In line with our avowed
commitment to diversify the State's economy and achieve food self-
sufficiency over 89.3 billion is proposed to be expended on various
agricultural projects and programmes during the 2018 fiscal year.
Key components include Agricultural Development, Research and
Extension Services; Agricultural Mechanization & Crop Protection;
Livestock & Fisheries; and Development of Irrigation Infrastructure.
The proposed allocation includes expected grants under Fadama Il
Additional Financing, IFAD and African Development Bank's
Agricultural Transformation Agenda. All these partnership
programmes are largely geared towards the rehabilitation and

|20 |
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development of irrigation infrastructure in Fadama lands, supporting
dry and rainy season clusters, seed multiplication for rice, sorghum
and other crops and agricultural empowerment support for school
graduates. In addition, over 82 billion is earmarked for continued
farmer support under our Commercial Agriculture Schemes largely
meant for participants of our cluster farming initiatives. We are very
confident that, with our philosophy of “farming is a business”, all our
agricultural initiatives will stand the test of time;

Roads and Transport Development — About #17.2 billion naira is
allocated to Roads & Transport development which is more than one-
quarter of the total capital expenditure. This amount is meant for the
completion of some of the ongoing projects both the inherited ones
and new ones embarked upon by this administration. The amount
also includes both regional roads, township roads and feeder roads;

Economic Empowerment — In line with our believe in the efficacy of
targeted women and youths empowerment in providing sustainable
means of livelihoods, we would continue with our demand-driven
empowerment programmes especially those that are linked to other
sectoral programmes such as agriculture, and micro & small and
medium scale enterprises development. The provision earmarked
for this is #480 million. In this regard, | am pleased to inform the
Honourable Members that soon, we hope to sign a memorandum of
understanding with the DFID Funded MAFITA Programme which is a
new multifaceted Programme of Social and Economic
Empowerment. While the Programme would continue to support our
existing interventions, it is also expected to come up with new
initiatives around Community Skill Development Centres;
Apprenticeship, Technical & Vocational Education Support; and
Local Economic Development & Support for Micro and Small
Enterprises. Even though all the provisions for our ongoing economic
empowerment programmes could be seen as complimenting this
new partnership programmes, the sum of &30 million is specially
earmarked in anticipation of meeting some of our specific obligations
and responsibilities under the MoU to be signed with the MAFITA

Programmes;
[ 21 ]
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Education — In continuation with the Education Change Agenda
interventions as it affects basic and senior secondary education as
well as continued funding for our tertiary schools, about #17.7 billion
is earmarked for capital investments in the education sector as a
whole representing about 26.4% of the total capital budget. Largely,
this allocation is meant for the funding ofongoing school
“decongestion” programme under which new schools would be
established at both the basic and senior secondary education levels
which would also facilitate smooth transition from one level to
another; Establishment of Centres of Excellence and four new Mega
Schools;Mass procurement of school furniture, instructional and
laboratory materials, core text books, school uniform, etc; and
Infrastructural development in our tertiary schools including funding
through the tertiary education trust fund. The provision also includes
additional facilities and development of infrastructure to ensure new
courses are fully accredited

Health Sector —In order to sustain the momentum of progressing
towards continuous improvement in our health indices, the sum of
6.7 billion is earmarked for capital investments under health sector
equivalent to almost 10% of the total capital budget. Major
investment areas include:-

(a) Continuation of the Free Maternal and - N900 million
Child Healthcare Programme for
Pregnant Women and Children under
the age of five.

(b) Upgrading of Primary Health Centres - 762 million
involving the provision of thirty
equipped Basic Health Clinics and
furnished Midwives Quarters.

(c) Support for Supplementary - N560 million
Immunization Activities and other

Primary Healthcare Programme

activities.
| 22 |
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Education — In continuation with the Education Change Agenda
interventions as it affects basic and senior secondary education as
well as continued funding for our tertiary schools, about #17.7 billion
is earmarked for capital investments in the education sector as a
whole representing about 26.4% of the total capital budget. Largely,
this allocation is meant for the funding ofongoing school
“decongestion” programme under which new schools would be
established at both the basic and senior secondary education levels
which would also facilitate smooth transition from one level to
another; Establishment of Centres of Excellence and four new Mega
Schools;Mass procurement of school furniture, instructional and
laboratory materials, core text books, school uniform, etc; and
Infrastructural development in our tertiary schools including funding
through the tertiary education trust fund. The provision also includes
additional facilities and development of infrastructure to ensure new
courses are fully accredited

Health Sector —In order to sustain the momentum of progressing
towards continuous improvement in our health indices, the sum of
#}6.7 billion is earmarked for capital investments under health sector
equivalent to almost 10% of the total capital budget. Major
investment areas include:-

(a) Continuation of the Free Maternal and - #900 million
Child Healthcare Programme for
Pregnant Women and Children under
the age of five.

(b) Upgrading of Primary Health Centres - ¥762 million
involving the provision of thirty
equipped Basic Health Clinics and
furnished Midwives Quarters.

(c) Support for Supplementary - 560 million
Immunization Activities and other
Primary Healthcare Programme

activities.
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

Specialist Hospitals Birnin Kudu,
Hadejia and Kazaure.

Improvement of General Hospitals
including Phase Il of general
renovations with additional
structures, hospital equipments,
solar-power installations in 12
General hospitals; and upgrading of
Garki, Gantsa and Guri
Hospitals.

Health Sector Interventions in Food
and Nutrition Programme Activities
including counter funding for the
procurement of Ready-to-Use
Therapeutic Food (RUTF), IYCF
Campaign and procurement of
essential vitamins for children for the
prevention of micronutrients
deficiency disorders.

Health Training Institutions
comprising of College of Nursing &
Midwifery, Birnin Kudu, School
Nursing Hadejia, Commencement of
New School of Midwifery, Babura and
School of Health Technology
Jahun

HIV-AIDS, Malaria & Other Diseases
Control Programmes

[ 23 |
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18. Mr. Speaker, it is worthy of noting that, considering the
entire budget, the total proposed investments in these two
human development sectors comprising of both recurrent and
capital expenditures, amounts to about 865.74 billion which is
almost 50% of the total budget. This underscores the priority
attached to the sectors by this Administration.

Conclusion

24. In conclusion, some of us would recall what | said in concluding my
budget presentation around this time last year, that "... even as the nation
was experiencing a recession (then), it is our firm believe that there are
grounds for optimism...”. This was borne out of our conviction in the
sincerity of purpose with which Mr President is leading this country. The
Economic Recovery and Growth Plan being implemented under the
leadership of the President has provided a clear road map of policy
actions which has within a year pull the national economy out of recession
and we can confidently say, we are now on the path of steady growth and
prosperity. Last year around this time, the national economy was
regressing at a rate of about 2%. By the third quarter of this year, the trend
has been reversed, with the economy on a positive growth trajectory.
Latest statistics indicate a GDP positive growth rate of about 1.4% with
agriculture being a major contributor. We praised God Almighty for all his
favors - after several years of inappropriate economic policies and
whopping financial leakages which rendered the economy defenceless
during the recession, it is heart-warming that the country has emerged
stronger from the recession as a nation both economically and socially.
Let me therefore enjoin on all of us to renew our faith and, more than ever
before, support the ongoing positive transformational change we are
going through. While the pains endured were temporal, the gains that
were achieved would be most enduring. On our own part, to complement
the National Economic Recovery and Growth Plan, last year we approved
the revised version of the State Comprehensive Development
Framework which provides the context for both our medium term plans
and the annual budgets. And | should say, so far, so good. Our recent
publication titled “Two Years of Visionary Leadership” which is a

PAGE
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compendium of our achievements in the last two years, clearly indicates
that we have put Jigawa State on a path that would sustainably secure the
socioeconomic wellbeing of our people. While government is doing its
own part, as representative of our people, we should also sensitize and
mobilize the citizens to also do their own part — by actively participating in
the development process or even by positively contributing to the
discourse on moving our dear State and Country forward. While
Government's Programmes are all-inclusive, leaving no one behind, we
must re-orient and galvanize our people, particularly the youths, to be on
the frontline of the ongoing social and economic transformation in the
State and the Nation at large. We have seen that the net returns of
cultivating one hectare of land during any of the cropping seasons is more
than the current one-year minimum wage. What if one cultivates two or
three hectares, with higher economy of scale? What if he farms in both
rainy and dry seasons? As we always say, farming in Jigawa State is now
a business, a dignifying business that increases one's self-esteem. Two
years ago, less than 10% of the over 400,000 hectares of our highly fertile
floodplains called Fadama were actually under cultivation during the dry
season. Today, we have close to one-quarter of these being exploited. So,
as we open up more of these “gold-mines”, we should mobilize our
teeming youths to take opportunity and be part of the ongoing economic
transformation agenda.

27. Finally, | pray that Allah, the Exceedingly Compassionate and
Merciful, the Provider and Giver of Victory, will continue to guide and
protect us, multiply our providence and grant us victory in our
undertakings directed towards the development of Jigawa State in
particular and the Country Nigeria in general. Thank you very much. Long
Live Jigawa State; Long Live the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

28. Wassalam Alaikum.
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